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COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, NETWORK
HANDOVER PROCESSING METHOD AND
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
12/683,824, filed on Jan. 7, 2010 and now U.S. Pat. No.
8,406,194, issued Mar. 26, 2013, which is a continuation of
International Application NO. PCT/CN2008/072090 filed on
Aug. 21, 2008, which claims priority to Chinese Patent Appli-
cation No. 200710076513.0, filed on Aug. 22, 2007, all of
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
technology, and in particular, to a communication system, a
network handover processing method and a network han-
dover processing apparatus.

BACKGROUND

In evolved network architecture, the handover of an X2
interface takes place between Evolved NodeBs (eNodeBs).
An eNodeB where a User Equipment (UE) is currently
located is called a Source eNodeB (S-eNB). An eNodeB to
which the UE is handed over is called a Target eNodeB
(T-eNB). The handover is a process of handing over the UE
from a cell controlled by the S-eNB to a cell controlled by the
T-eNB.

The handover process in the prior art is as follows.

The UE context in the S-eNB includes roaming restriction
information. The information is provided at the setup of a
connection or the update of a last Tracking Area (TA).

According to the measurement result of the UE and the
Radio Resource Management (RRM) of the S-eNB, the
S-eNB determines to hand over the UE to a cell controlled by
the T-eNB.

The S-eNB sends a handover request message to the
T-eNB. The message carries mandatory information for the
handover preparation on the T-eNB, including: MME UE
S1AP ID (identity), old enb UE S1AP ID, target cell 1D,
Radio Resource Control (RRC) context, and System Archi-
tecture Evolution (SAE) bearer context. The T-eNB addresses
the S-eNB and the Evolved Packet Core (EPC) according to
MME UE S1AP ID or enb UE S1AP ID. The SAE bearer
context includes the mandatory address information of the
radio network layer and transport network layer, the Quality
of Service (QoS) profile of the SAE bearer, and possible
configuration information of the access layer. The T-eNB is
configured with necessary resources.

The T-eNB implements admission control to improve the
handover success possibility according to the received QoS
profile of the SAE bearer. If the T-eNB is able to meet the
resource requirement of the SAE bearer, the T-eNB allocates
appropriate resources according to the received QoS profile
of the SAE bearer and meanwhile, reserves a Cell-Radio
Network Temporary Identifier (C-RNTT).

The T-eNB sends a handover request ACK message to the
S-eNB. The message carries the newly allocated C-RNTI and
parameters, for example, access parameters, Radio Network
Layer (RNL) and/or Transport Network Layer (TNL) infor-
mation for setting up a forwarding tunnel.

The UE receives a handover command message sent from
the S-eNB. According to the message, the UE implements the
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2

handover process. The message carries the newly allocated
C-RNTT and possible start time.

If the target cell is accessed successtully, the UE sends a
handover confirm message to the T-eNB, indicating that the
handover is complete. The T-eNB checks whether the
C-RNTT in the message is allocated by itself.

The T-eNB sends a handover complete message to the
EPC, indicating that the UE have changed the cell. The EPC
hands over the data path to the T-eNB and releases the rel-
evant user plane resources and transport network layer
resources of the S-eNB.

The EPC sends a handover complete ACK message to the
T-eNB to confirm that the handover is complete.

The T-eNB sends a release resource message to the S-eNB
to trigger the S-eNB to release resources.

Uponreception of the release resource message, the S-eNB
releases the radio resources and control plane resources
related to the UE context.

Inthe above handover preparation process, if the radio link
between the S-eNB and the UE fails, the UE changes the state
during the subsequent handover. As a result, the handover is
delayed and the system resources are wasted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide a commu-
nication system, a network handover processing method and
a network handover processing apparatus.

An embodiment of the present invention provides a net-
work handover processing method. A T-eNB receives 1D
information sent from a UE. The ID information is allocated
for the UE by an S-eNB. The T-eNB sends parameters to the
UE if identity information that matches the received identity
information sent from the UE is available in the T-eNB. The
parameters are allocated to the UE by the T-eNB. The han-
dover process is then continued.

A network handover processing apparatus Another
embodiment of the present invention provides a network han-
dover processing apparatus. A receiving module is adapted to
receive ID information sent from a UE. The ID information is
allocated for the UE by an S-eNB. A sending module is
adapted to send parameters allocated for the UE to the UE if
identity information, matching the received identity informa-
tion sent from the UE, is available in the T-eNB.

A communication system provided in an embodiment of
the present invention includes a UE, an S-eNB and a T-eNB.
The UE is adapted to discover a target cell after detecting a
radio link failure and to send ID information allocated for the
UE by the S-eNB to the T-eNB corresponding to the target
cell. The T-eNB is adapted to send parameters allocated for
the UE to the UE if the T-eNB has ID information the same as
the ID information sent from the UE, and continue the han-
dover process.

The communication system, network handover processing
method and network handover processing apparatus in the
embodiments of the present invention determine whether the
T-eNB is the selected T-eNB during the network handover
preparation, that is, check whether the context information of
the UE exists by judging whether the T-eNB has ID informa-
tion the same as the ID information sent from the UE. If the
same ID information exists, the handover process is contin-
ued. Thus, the state change times of the UE in the network
handover process are reduced, and the system resources are
saved.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a first flowchart of a network handover pro-
cessing method according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 shows a second flowchart of a network handover
processing method according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 shows a structure of a network handover processing
apparatus according to a first apparatus embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 shows a structure of a network handover processing
apparatus according to a second apparatus embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 5 shows a structure of a communication system
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments of the present invention are hereinafter
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

During the handover preparation in an evolved network, if
aradio link failure occurs between the S-eNB and the UE, the
UE detects a cell with better signal quality and sends a cell
update message to the T-eNB corresponding to the cell. If the
cell previously received a handover request message sent
from the UE during the handover preparation and the T-eNB
stores the context of the UE, the T-eNB may send the param-
eters such as the air interface resource configuration informa-
tion, security parameter, and C-RNTI to the UE through a cell
update confirm message or other messages so that the han-
dover process can be continued.

During the handover preparation in an evolved network, if
aradio link failure occurs between the S-eNB and the UE, the
UE detects a cell with better signal quality and sends a cell
update message to the T-eNB corresponding to the cell. The
1D information allocated by the S-eNB may be carried in the
cell update message or other RRC layer access messages sent
to the T-eNB. Alternatively, the cell update cause value may
be carried in the cell update message or other RRC layer
access messages to the T-eNB. The T-eNB checks whether
identity information, matching the received identity informa-
tion sent from the UE, is available in the T-eNB, if identity
information is available in the T-eNB, it indicates that the
context of the UE does exist in the T-eNB. In this case, the
T-eNB delivers the relevant radio parameter information,
security parameter, and C-RNTI to the UE. The handover
process is continued. The specific process is described below
with reference to FIG. 1.

Step 101: The S-eNB sends a handover request message to
a candidate T-eNB. One or more candidate T-eNBs may be
available. Accordingly, the S-eNB may send a handover
request message to one or more candidate T-eNBs. In this
embodiment, two candidate T-eNBs are selected, that is,
T-eNB1 and T-eNB2.

The handover request message carries the ID information
allocated for the UE by the S-eNB. For example, the ID
information may include one or any combination of: C-RNTI,
S-TMSI, other ID of UE, source cell ID, and S-eNB ID.

Step 102: If the candidate T-eNBs accept the handover
request and respond with a handover request ACK message,
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the S-eNB may receive multiple handover request ACK mes-
sages from different candidate T-eNBs. As shown in FIG. 1,
the candidate T-eNB1 and T-eNB2 respectively send a han-
dover request ACK message to the S-eNB. Through the han-
dover request ACK message, the candidate T-eNBs may allo-
cate a new C-RNTI to the UE. The security parameter and
radio configuration parameter container may also be allo-
cated. The radio configuration parameter container may
include the Radio Bearer (RB) and Packet Data Convergence
Protocol (PDCP) parameters. This embodiment does not limit
the parameters that can be allocated by the candidate T-eNBs.

Step 103: The UE detects that the radio link between the
UE and the S-eNB fails.

Step 104: The UE finds a target cell with better signal
quality and connects to the cell.

Step 105: The UE sends a cell update message to an eNB
corresponding to the cell, that is, a new T-eNB.

The cell update message carries the 1D information allo-
cated by the S-eNB. For example, the ID information may
include one or any combination of: C-RNTI, S-TMSI, other
ID of UE, source cell ID, and S-eNB ID.

Further, the cell update message may carry a cell update
cause value, for example, “radio link failure.”

Step 106: The new T-eNB judges whether itself is the
candidate T-eNB selected in step 101.

Upon reception of the cell update message, the new T-eNB
obtains the ID information that is allocated for the UE by the
S-eNB and carried in the message, and queries whether iden-
tity information, matching the received identity information
sent from the UE, is available in the T-eNB. If the identity
information is available in the T-eNB, it indicates that the
context of the UE does exist in the T-eNB; that is, the new
T-eNB is the candidate T-eNB selected in step 1, and the
process goes to step 107. If the identity information isn’t
available in the T-eNB, the T-eNB sends a cell update Failure
message to the UE and ending the process. In FIG. 1, the
T-eNB selected by the UE is the T-eNB1.

Step 107: The new T-eNB constructs a cell update confirm
message and sends the message to the UE. The message
carries the parameters allocated for the UE by the T-eNB. The
message may carry the security parameter, C-RNTI param-
eter, and parameters in the radio configuration parameter
container. This embodiment does not limit the parameters that
can be allocated by the candidate T-eNBs. The condition for
keeping the security parameter unchanged is: the UE does not
delete the K, 5 key during the radio link failure; the UE uses
the key after receiving the cell update confirm message.

Step 108: The UE returns a mobility complete message to
the T-eNB. The message includes the configuration informa-
tion of some confirmed radio parameters, for example, RB.

Step 109: Upon reception of the mobile complete message,
the T-eNB sends a handover complete message to the mobil-
ity management Entity (MME).

Step 110: The MME returns a handover complete ACK
message to the T-eNB.

Step 111: The T-eNB notifies the S-eNB to release
resources and sends a release resource message to the S-eNB.

Step 112: When multiple candidate T-eNBs are available,
the S-eNB sends a release resource message to other candi-
date T-eNBs.

In this embodiment, the handover request message that the
S-eNB sends to the candidate T-eNBs carries the ID informa-
tion allocated for the UE by the S-eNB. The cell update
message that the UE sends after the radio link between the UE
and the S-eNB fails also carries the ID information allocated
for the UE by the S-eNB. The new T-eNB receiving the cell
update message judges whether identity information, match-
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ing the received identity information sent from the UE, is
available in the T-eNB. If the identity information is available
in the T-eNB, the new T-eNB is the candidate T-eNB selected
by the UE during the handover preparation, and the context of
the UE is already stored. Thus, the T-eNB does not need to
obtain the context from the S-eNB, and the handover delay is
reduced. The UE can stay in the active state, instead of chang-
ing from the active state to the idle state and then changing
back to the active state. Thus the state change times are
reduced and the system resources are saved.

A second embodiment will now be described.

When the S-eNB detects that the radio link with the UE
fails, the S-eNB sends a message to a candidate T-eNB
through the X2 interface. The message carries the ID infor-
mation allocated for the UE by the S-eNB. The specific pro-
cess is described below with reference to FIG. 2.

Step 201: The S-eNB sends a handover request message to
a candidate T-eNB. One or more candidate T-eNBs may be
available. Accordingly, the handover request message may be
sent to one or more candidate T-eNBs. In this embodiment,
two candidate T-eNBs are selected.

Step 202: If the candidate T-eNBs accept the handover
request, the candidate T-eNBs return a handover request ACK
message to the S-eNB. The S-eNB may receive multiple
handover request ACK messages from different candidate
T-eNBs. As shown in FIG. 2, the candidate T-eNB1 and
T-eNB2 respectively return a handover request ACK message
to the S-eNB.

Through the handover request ACK message, the candidate
T-eNBs may allocate a new C-RNTI to the UE. The security
parameter and radio configuration parameter container may
also be allocated. The radio parameter container may include
the RB and PDCP parameters. This embodiment does not
limit the parameters that can be allocated by the candidate
T-eNBs.

Step 203: The S-eNB detects that the radio link between the
UE and the S-eNB fails.

Step 204: The S-eNB sends a message to one or more
candidate T-eNBs through the X2 interface. For example, the
message may be a handover commit message and the mes-
sage carries the ID information allocated for the UE by the
S-eNB. For example, the ID information may include one or
any combination of: C-RNTI, S-TMSI, other ID of UE,
source cell ID, and S-eNB ID.

Steps 205-213 are similar to the corresponding steps in the
first embodiment.

The enumerated messages and the carried parameters in
this embodiment are exemplary only. The present invention
does not limit the specific forms of the messages or specific
forms of the parameters carried in the messages.

An embodiment of the present invention also provides a
network handover processing apparatus. As shown in FIG. 3,
the apparatus includes a receiving module 1 and a sending
module 2. The receiving module 1 is adapted to receive iden-
tity information sent from the UE. The ID information is
allocated to the UE by the S-eNB. The sending module 2 is
adapted to send the parameters allocated for the UE to the UE
if identity information, matching the received identity infor-
mation sent from the UE, is available in the T-eNB, and to
continue the handover process.

In this embodiment, the receiving module 1 receives the ID
information allocated for the UE by the S-eNB and queries
whether identity information, matching the received identity
information sent from the UE, is available in the T-eNB. If the
identity informationis available in the T-eNB, it indicates that
the T-eNB is the candidate T-eNB selected during the han-
dover preparation. The candidate T-eNB has the context
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information of the UE and can perform the network handover.
The T-eNB sends the parameters allocated for the UE to the
UE. The parameters may include the security parameter,
C-RNTI, RB, and PDCP. The network handover processing
apparatus provided in this embodiment can reduce the han-
dover delay. The UE can stay in the active state all along
during the network handover, instead of changing from the
active state to the idle state and then changing back to the
active state. Thus the state change times are reduced and the
system resources are saved.

As shown in FIG. 4, based on the foregoing embodiment,
the network handover processing apparatus may further
include an obtaining module in addition to the receiving
module 1 and the sending module 2. The obtaining module 3
is adapted to obtain the ID information sent through the
Handover Request message by the S-eNB, or to obtain the ID
information sent by the S-eNB after the radio link between the
UE and the S-eNB fails.

The ID information received by the receiving module and
sent from the UE includes one or any combination of:
C-RNTI, S-TMSI, other ID of UE, source cell ID, and S-eNB
D.

The network handover processing apparatus in this
embodiment may be set in a NodeB as a functional module of
the NodeB. The apparatus can implement the process of the
foregoing method embodiment.

An embodiment of the present invention provides a com-
munication system. As shown in FIG. 5, the system includes
a UE 4, an S-eNB 5, and a T-eNB 6. The UE 4 is adapted to
discover a target cell after detecting a radio link failure and to
send the ID information allocated for the UE 4 by the S-eNB
5 to a T-eNB 6 corresponding to the target cell. The T-eNB 6
is adapted to send parameters allocated for the UE 4 to the UE
4 if the T-eNB 6 has ID information the same as the ID
information sent from the UE 4, and to continue the handover
process.

In the communication system provided by this embodi-
ment, after the radio link failure occurs during the network
handover, the UE sends the ID information to the selected
T-eNB. By judging whether the T-eNB has the same ID infor-
mation, the T-eNB can know whether the T-eNB is the can-
didate T-eNB selected by the S-eNB during the network han-
dover preparation, that is, whether the context information of
the UE exists. If the same ID information exists, the handover
process is continued. Thus the state change times are reduced
and the handover efficiency is improved. The UE can stay in
the active state, instead of changing from the active state to the
idle state and then changing back to the active state. Thus the
state change times are reduced and the system resources are
saved.

The ID information in the T-eNB in this embodiment is sent
by the S-eNB. The S-eNB may send the ID information to the
T-eNB through a Handover Request message. Alternatively,
when the radio link with the UE fails, the S-eNB may send the
ID information to the T-eNB.

The T-eNB is further adapted to send the radio bearer
configuration parameters to the UE and to continue the han-
dover process. The S-eNB is adapted to send the ID informa-
tion allocated for the UE to at least one candidate T-eNB.

The communication system provided in this embodiment
can enable the UE to stay in the active state all along during
the network handover, instead of changing from the active
state to the idle state and then changing back to the active
state. Thus the state change times are reduced and the system
resources are saved.

In the foregoing embodiments, the S-eNB allocates the ID
information to the UE and sends the ID information to the
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candidate T-eNB; when a radio link failure occurs, the UE
sends the ID information to the T-eNB; if the T-eNB has the
same ID information, it indicates that the T-eNB is one of the
candidate T-eNBs and stores the context information of the
UE. Hence, the T-eNB does not need to obtain the context
from the S-eNB. Therefore, the handover delay is reduced,
and the UE can stay in the active state, instead of changing
from the active state to the idle state and then changing back
to the active state. Thus the state change times are reduced and
the system resources are saved.

Although the technical solution of the present invention
has been described through exemplary embodiments, the
invention is not limited to such embodiments. It is apparent
that those skilled in the art can make various modifications
and variations to the invention without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. The invention is intended to
cover the modifications and variations provided that they fall
in the scope of protection defined by the claims or their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for performing a network handover process,
the method comprising:

receiving from a source evolved NodeB (eNB), by a target

eNB, first identity information allocated to a user equip-
ment by the source eNB;

receiving, by the target eNB, second identity information

allocated to the user equipment by the source eNB sent
from the user equipment, wherein the second identity
information is sent after a radio link failure is detected by
the user equipment;

determining, by the target eNB, whether the second iden-

tity information matches the first identity information;
and

when the second identity information matches the first

identity information, sending, by the target eNB, one or
more parameters to the user equipment, wherein the one
or more parameters are allocated to the user equipment
by the target eNB;

wherein the first identity information and the second iden-

tity information each comprise a Cell Radio Network
Temporary Identifier (C-RNTI) and a source cell iden-
tity.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
receiving, by the target eNB, a cause value sent from the user
equipment together with the second identity information.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
storing, by the target eNB, the first identity information.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein receiving the
first identity information comprises receiving, by the target
eNB, a handover request message sent from the source eNB,
wherein the handover request message comprises the first
identity information allocated to the user equipment by the
source eNB.

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
ending the handover process when the second identity infor-
mation does not match the first identity information.

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, by the target eNB, a mobility complete message

responded by the user equipment;

sending, by the target eNB, a handover complete message

to a mobility management entity upon reception of the
mobile complete message;
receiving, by the target eNB, a handover complete ACK
message from the mobility management entity; and

sending, by the target eNB, a first release resource message
to the source eNB, thereby enabling the source eNB to
release resources.
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7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising,
when multiple candidate target eNBs are available, sending,
by the target eNB, a second release resource message to other
candidate target eNB(s) of the multiple candidate target eNBs
upon the reception of the first release resource message.

8. An evolved NodeB (eNB) in a communication network
that is a target eNB in a handover process, the eNB compris-
ing:

a communication interface, configured to receive from a
source eNB, first identity information allocated to a user
equipment by the source eNB;

a receiver, configured to receive second identity informa-
tion allocated to the user equipment by the source eNB
sent from the user equipment, wherein the second iden-
tity information is sent after a radio link failure is
detected by the user equipment;

a processor, configured to determine whether the second
identity information matches the first identity informa-
tion and to allocate one or more parameters to the user
equipment when the second identity information
matches the first identity information, wherein the first
identity information and the second identity information
each comprises a Cell Radio Network Temporary Iden-
tifier (C-RNTI) and a source cell identity; and

a transmitter, configured to send the one or more param-
eters to the user equipment.

9. The eNB according to claim 8, wherein the receiver is
further configured to receive a cause value sent from the user
equipment together with the second identity information.

10. The eNB according to claim 8, further comprising a
storage unit, configured to store the first identity information
received from the source eNB.

11. The eNB according to claim 8, wherein the communi-
cation interface is configured to receive a handover request
message, sent from the source eNB, wherein the handover
request message includes the first identity information allo-
cated to the user equipment by the source eNB.

12. The eNB according to claim 8, wherein

the receiver is further configured to receive a mobility
complete message responded by the user equipment;

the transmitter is further configured to send a handover
complete message to a mobility management entity
upon reception of the mobile complete message;

the receiver is further configured to receive a handover
complete ACK message from the mobility management
entity; and

the transmitter is further configured to send a first release
resource message to the source eNB, thereby enabling
the source eNB to release resources.

13. The eNB according to claim 8, wherein the transmitter
is further configured to send a second release resource mes-
sage to another candidate target eNB upon reception of the
first release resource message.

14. A method for performing a network handover process,
the method comprising:

determining, by a user equipment, a target cell after detect-
ing a radio link failure;

sending, by the user equipment, second identity informa-
tion to a target evolved NodeB (eNB) corresponding to
the target cell, wherein the second identity information
is allocated to the user equipment by a source eNB; and

receiving, by the user equipment, one or more parameters
allocated by the target eNB, sent from the target eNB;

wherein the one or more parameters are sent from the target
eNB when the target eNB determines that the second
identity information matches first identity information
received from the source eNB; and
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wherein the first identity information and the second iden-
tity information each comprises a Cell Radio Network
Temporary Identifier (C-RNTI) and a source cell iden-
tity.

15. The method according to claim 14, further comprising
sending, by the user equipment, a cause value to the target
eNB together with the second identity information.

16. The method according to claim 14, wherein the first
identity information allocated to the user equipment which is
sent to the target eNB by the source eNB is stored in the target
eNB.

17. A user equipment configured to be in communication
with a plurality of evolved NodeBs (eNBs) in a handover
process, wherein at least one of the eNBs is a source eNB and
at least one of the eNBs is a target eNB, the user equipment
comprising:

a processor, configured to determine a target cell after

detecting a radio link failure;

a transmitter, configured to send second identity informa-

tion to the target eNB corresponding to the target cell,
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wherein the second identity information is allocated to
the user equipment by the source eNB; and

a receiver, configured to receive one or more parameters

allocated by the target eNB and sent from the target
eNB;

wherein the one or more parameters are sent from the target

eNB when the target eNB determines that the second
identity information matches first identity information
received from the source eNB; and

wherein the first identity information and the second iden-

tity information each comprises a Cell Radio Network
Temporary Identifier (C-RNTI) and a source cell iden-
tity.

18. The user equipment according to claim 17, wherein the
transmitter is further configured to send a cause value to the
target eNB together with the second identity information.

19. The user equipment according to claim 17, wherein the
first identity information allocated to the user equipment
which is sent to the target eNB by the source eNB is stored in
the target eNB.



